Lesson 2: Joy Through Trials -- James 1:2-8
The Epistle of James – CBC Equipping Hour Bible Study
Study Questions: (remember to read, outline, make observations, ask questions, exposit the passage, and support your answers with Scripture)
1. What is the key word in verse 2 and why?

2. Why does James tell us to consider it “all joy” (pure joy) when encountering various trials?  What is the meaning of “all joy” and the significance of having it?  (v. 2)

3. Who are “my brethren” that James refers to in verse 2 and what trials did they face?

4. What are some examples of the “various trials” that we are to face with all joy?  How and why do they test our faith?  (v.2-3)

5. Verse 3 says that the testing of faith produces endurance.  Please define and explain what this endurance looks like.

6. Verse 4 seems to indicate that if a believer has endurance, he/she will be perfect (mature, in NIV) and complete, lacking in nothing.  What does it mean to be complete and lacking in nothing?  

7. Is the thought from verse 5 related to the previous verses?  How so?

8. What kind of “wisdom” does James refer to in verse 5?

9. How can a person ask for wisdom in faith without any doubting?  (vs. 6)  What does this mean and is this possible?

10. Who is the “double-minded man” referred to in verses 6-8?  What is he like?  Is this person a believer or unbeliever?

Sharing/Application/Discussion
1. What are some things that you hope and pray the Lord will teach you (or our church) as we study the Epistle of James together? 

2. What enables us to “consider” trials all joy?

3. How do you normally respond to trials in your life?  If you do not respond with all joy, what are the underlying reasons why?  

4. How would you define endurance in the Christian life?

5. Does your life show a pattern of joy, patience, and endurance when you go through trials?  How would you grade yourself in these areas and in trusting the Lord during times of trial?

6. What are some of the trials that you are facing now?  Based on this passage, how might you change your approach to these trials?

7. How else can you apply this passage to your life?

