Lesson 1: Intro, Background, Themes, Ch 1:1

The Epistle of James – CBC Equipping Hour Bible Study
Study Questions:
1. Read the Epistle of James multiple times this week.
2. How would you outline the letter?  Include the different sections that you would break the text into.

3. Whenever you approach Scripture, it is important to keep a few things in mind:  (Try to answer these questions)
Author: Who is writing?  What do we know about him?
Audience:  Who are the recipients?  What was their situation?
Occasion:  What was the occasion/circumstance for writing?

Genre:  What type of literature is this?  What literary devices should we expect?
Setting:  When and where?
Context:  Historical, political, social, textual…
Themes:  Historical, practical, spiritual…What are the major themes of this epistle?
Purpose:  What is the Author’s intent for the passage?

4. What is the tone of the Epistle of James? 
5. Please list at least six specific areas of practical Christian living that James addresses in this epistle.
6. If someone asked you what the Epistle of James was about, what would you say (i.e., propose a one sentence summary of the epistle)?     
7. Of all the writings that God “could have” included in His Bible, why do you suppose He chose to include this one?  Put another way, how does this epistle fit in, complement, balance out, or complete the whole of Scripture?

8. Please specify who James means by “the twelve tribes” (Ch 1:1).

9. What are some things that you hope and pray the Lord will teach you as we study the Epistle of James?

**********************************************************
Question #3 Author: James the brother of Jesus, also known as “James the Just”

a. There are four different James’ in the Bible (Acts 1:13 includes three different James’)

b. 1.  James the father of Judas (not Iscariot) see also Luke 6:16

c. 2.  James the son of Alphaeus (Mk 3:18; Matt 10:3; Luke 6:15; possibly Mk 15:40)

d. 3.  James the son of Zebedee (brother of John) very prominent apostle

i. martyred in Acts 12:2 by Herod Agrippa I in AD 44 (too early for this epistle)

e. 4.  James the half-brother of Jesus (Matt 13:55; Mk 6:3; I Corinth 15:7; John 7:5; Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; Gal 1:19; 2:9,12)

i. in verse 1:1, he does not need an introduction, just “James” – must be well-known and without much chance for confusion

ii. He was martyred in AD 62

Audience: Jewish
1. Twelve tribes scattered abroad (diaspora)

2. Poverty and oppression

3. Displaced from their homeland

Occasion: (as above)

Genre:  wisdom, proverbs-like, moral teaching, writing, 

Setting: AD 44-49 since he does not include info on the Council of Jerusalem (AD 49) or info on Judaizers and their influence from Acts 15:1 (AD 47-48)
Context: (as above)

Themes: 

1. Theology proper: God’s oneness (2:19); immutability (1:17); God’s jealousy (4:5); God’s grace (4:6)

2. Eschatology: coming judgment (5:8-9)

3. The Law (1:25; 2:8-12; 4:11)

4. Wisdom

5. Poverty and Wealth

6. Prayer

7. Faith, Works and Justification

Purpose:  (see below)
4. What is the tone of the Epistle of James? 
a. Instructive, but not in an academic manner
b. Practical Wisdom

c. Coaching
5. Please list at least six specific areas of practical Christian living that James addresses in this epistle.

a. Testing/Trials

b. Suffering/Perseverance

c. Wisdom

d. Poverty/Wealth

e. Speech

f. Faith

g. Obedience to the Word/Works

h. Humility

6. If someone asked you what the Epistle of James was about, what would you say (i.e., propose a one sentence summary of the epistle)?     

a. People who have faith in Christ will be people who obey Christ by being doers of the Word.

7. Of all the writings that God “could have” included in His Bible, why do you suppose He chose to include this one?  Put another way, how does this epistle fit in, complement, balance out, or complete the whole of Scripture?

a. To balance out justification by faith alone

b. To be a way for people to test their faith (II Corinth 13:5)

8. Please specify who James means by “the twelve tribes” (Ch 1:1).

a. Jewish believers
9.  What are some things that you hope and pray the Lord will teach you as we study the Epistle of James?

